
 
 
 
 CANONS - ERRATA 
 
C4 Of the quality of such as are to be ordained deacons and priests1 
 
1. A man or a woman may be ordained to the office of priest or deacon.2 
 
1. 2. Every bishop shall take care that he admit no person into holy orders but such as he 
knows either by himself, or by sufficient testimony, to have been baptized and confirmed, to 
be sufficiently instructed in holy Scripture and in the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the 
Church of England, and to be of virtuous conversation and good repute and such as be a 
wholesome example and pattern to the flock of Christ. 
 
2. 3. No person shall be admitted into holy orders who is suffering, or who has suffered, from 
any physical or mental infirmity which in the opinion of the bishop will prevent him from 
ministering the word and sacraments or from performing the other duties of the minister’s 
office. 
 
3. No person shall be admitted into holy orders who has remarried and, the wife of that 
marriage being alive, has a former wife still living; or who is married to a person who has 
been previously married and whose former husband is still living.3 
 
3. 4. Subject to paragraph 3A 5 of this Canon no person shall be admitted into holy 
orders who has remarried and, the other party to that marriage being alive, has a 
former spouse still living; or who is married to a person who has been previously 
married and whose former spouse is still living.4 
 
3A. 5. The archbishop of the province, on an application made to him by the bishop of a 
diocese on behalf of a person who by reason of paragraph 3 4 of this Canon could not 
otherwise be admitted into holy orders, may grant a faculty for the removal of the 
impediment imposed by that paragraph to the admission of that person into holy 
orders, and any request made to a bishop for an application to be made on his behalf 
under this paragraph shall be made and considered, and any application made by the 
bishop to the archbishop shall be made and determined, in accordance with directions 
given from time to time by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York acting jointly.5 
 
4. 5. 6. No person shall be refused ordination as deacon or priest on the ground that he was 
born out of lawful wedlock.6 
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1D, 24 c.5 (Fr, I, 88); D, 36 c.1 (Fr, I, 133); D, 55 cc.4-6 (Fr, I, 216); X, 1.20.2, 6-7 (Fr, II, 144). 
2Added by AmCan 33, 17 July 2014 and the subsequent paragraphs renumbered accordingly. 
3D, 34, cc.8-9 (Fr, I, 127-8); D, 77 c.8 (Fr, I, 274); deleted by AmCan 9, 15 July 1991. 
4Added by AmCan 9, 15 July 1991. 
5Added by AmCan 9, 15 July 1991. The Archbishops’ directions were published on 30 September 1991 and again on 09 
May 2002. 
6D, 56 cc. 4-8 (Fr, I, 220-2). 
7Promulged on 26 February 1987. Deleted by AmCan 33, 17 July 2014. 



1. A woman may be ordained to the office of deacon if she satisfies the requirements of 
Canon C4 as to the persons who may be ordained as deacons. 
 
2. 7.8 A deaconess who is licensed or holds a bishop’s permission to officiate, and in 
either case satisfies the requirements of this Canon as to the persons to be ordained as 
deacons, may apply to a bishop for his or her consent to her ordination as a deacon for 
service in the diocese of that bishop, and the bishop may give that consent 
notwithstanding: 
 a. that she has not after applying to be so ordained been further examined 
concerning her knowledge of Holy Scripture or of the doctrine, discipline and worship 
of the Church of England, or 
 b. that she has not exhibited to the bishop any certificate or other document 
which is required to be so exhibited under Canon C 6. 
 
3. 8. Where a bishop is ordaining a woman according to the Order for the Making of 
Deacons in the Ordinal attached to The Book of Common Prayer it is lawful for the 
bishop to use the variations to that service set out in the schedule to this Canon. 
 
4. 9. The Archbishops of Canterbury and York may jointly authorise forms of service 
for deaconesses to be ordained deacon, being forms of service which in both words and 
order are in their opinion reverent and seemly and are neither contrary to, nor 
indicative of any departure from, the doctrine of the Church of England in any essential 
matter. 
 
 
 The Schedule 
 
1. For the prescribed Epistle, namely either 1 Timothy 3:8-13 or Acts 6:2-7, there may 
be substituted either Isaiah 6:1-8 or Romans 12:1-12 or such other lections as may from 
time to time be duly authorised. 
 
2. For the prescribed Gospel, namely Luke 12:35-38, there may be substituted Mark 
1o:35-45 or such other lection as may from time to time be duly authorised. 
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1. A woman may be ordained to the office of priest if she otherwise satisfies the 
requirements of Canon C4 as to the persons who may be ordained as priests. 
 
2. 10.10 In the forms of service contained in The Book of Common Prayer or in the 
Ordinal words importing the masculine gender in relation to the priesthood shall be 
construed as including the feminine, except where the context otherwise requires. 

 
8This section, up to and including the Schedule, was added to Canon C4 by AmCan 33, 17 July 2014. 
9Promulged on 22 February 1994. Deleted by AmCan 33, 17 July 2014. 
10Added to Canon C4 by AmCan 33, 17 July 2014. 


